" Oh, very."                                                                          ^
David slipped from the room, and Kit and Elle faced each other
across the hearth.
" Raw night," Kit said.
" But so cosy in here."
" Yes, it is." He smiled at her. " You're looking great, Elle." It
was always surprising to Kit to find Elle so perennially young in
appearance. Remembering how long ago he had paid her court, it
made him feel a little more youthful himself.
Elle sighed. " It's a wonder. I've been beside myself with worry.
I've lost nearly all my money, Kit."
Elle was in the middle of explaining about her lost investments
when Gabrielle entered the room determinedly. " Hello, Kit. David
said you were here."
Kit sprang to his feet. " Good evening, Gabrielle. Won't you
join us? "
As Gabrielle told Jimmy later, " Elle could have committed murder
without blinking. But since looks don't kill, she tried to ignore me.
But I'm much too old to be squelched in such a fashion."
" You women! " was Jimmy's comment.
Larry sauntered into the library where Jimmy and Gabrielle were
talking. He stretched his long, handsome body on the sofa. Larry
had been restless lately. The reason was suddenly apparent. " Jim,
how's chances of getting a job with Rufus? " he asked.                    ,*$r
" Oh, Larry! " protested Gabrielle.
.   Jimmy scowled at his younger brother.   " Keep to the pavements,
kid."
-   " What do you think I've been doing? "
" Join the C.C.C. then.   It would do you good."
" Nothing doing," Larry growled.
"You should be a good salesman,"  Gabrielle  said reflectively.
" You can talk yourself into and out of anything.   If that isn't a gift,'
I don't know what is."
"He looks too young," vetoed Jimmy.
Larry flared, " I'll be seventeen next month."
" You ought to go to the University," Gabrielle said. " You know
father wants to send you."
" On what?   Buttons? "
" Oh, I think he'd manage," said Gabrielle.
" Well," Jimmy surrendered unwillingly, " you can talk to Albin
Smith. He doesn't feel obligated to this family like Rufus does. May-
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